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For our 14th annual mensch list, we asked readers to nominate people they know who

are doing extraordinary work without receiving deserving credit for it.

We couldn’t publish every submission, but the 12 stories that follow, including the

husband and wife who throw birthday parties for homeless children on Skid Row, the

retired educator who continues to teach as if working full time, and the high school

class president who volunteers with special needs children, are inspiring examples of

what it means to be animated by action, not accolades. 

Happy 2019.

Click on the mensch names below to read about what they are doing around the
community. 

1.Heather Wilk

https://jewishjournal.com/culture/lifestyle/mensches/292082/empowering-homel%E2%80%A6-with-technology/


 

 

2.Jake Schochet

 

3.Ari Kadin and Mary Davis

https://jewishjournal.com/culture/lifestyle/mensches/292083/class-pres-and-s%E2%80%A6l-needs-advocate/
https://jewishjournal.com/culture/lifestyle/mensches/292085/blowout-birthday%E2%80%A6omeless-children/


 

4.Meryl Kern

https://jewishjournal.com/culture/lifestyle/mensches/292088/providing-cancer%E2%80%A6hope-and-support/


 

5.Michele Rodri

https://jewishjournal.com/culture/lifestyle/mensches/292087/michele-rodri-double-survivor/


 



6.Naomi Goldman

 

7.Dennis Poncher

https://jewishjournal.com/culture/lifestyle/mensches/292090/lessons-from-her%E2%80%A6nghai-jew-father/
https://jewishjournal.com/culture/lifestyle/mensches/292095/guiding-teens-an%E2%80%A6ough-tough-times/


 



8.The Schenkman Family

 

https://jewishjournal.com/culture/lifestyle/mensches/292098/giving-kidney-patients-hope/


9.Luisa Latham

 

10.Ray Mallel

https://jewishjournal.com/culture/lifestyle/mensches/292102/educating-jews-and-non-jews/
https://jewishjournal.com/culture/lifestyle/mensches/292103/passion-for-sephardim/


 



11.Phyllis Folb

 

https://jewishjournal.com/culture/lifestyle/mensches/292107/helping-navigate-israel-gap-year/


12.Cantor David Shukiar

Photos by Cyndi Bemel
Like 410

    

Did you enjoy this article?

You'll love our roundtable.

Enter Your Email

SIGN UP

Previous article

Saving a Shul From the Woolsey Fire
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A Tu B’Shevat Story: Rebuilding L.A.’s Jew…
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Life Torn and Sewn Together (comments on Torah Portion Chayei Sarah) 2023
November 10, 2023

Nearly 300 UCLA Faculty Members Call on University to Denounce
Anti-Israel Rallies on Campus
November 10, 2023

A university spokesperson told the Journal that the chancellor is currently working on a response to
the faculty letter.

Still a Despised Stranger, and Still Standing Strong
November 10, 2023

On October 7th American Jews woke up to find out that they are strangers once again.

Seeing October 7 Through the Long Arc of the Jewish Story
November 10, 2023

Hollywood
Spielberg Says Antisemitism Is “No Longer Lurking, But Standing Proud” Like 1930s Germany
Aaron Bandler

Young Actress Juju Brener on Her “Hocus Pocus 2” Role
Ayala Or-El

Behind the Scenes of “Jeopardy!” with Mayim Bialik
Kylie Ora Lobell

More in Hollywood 

Podcasts
Chef Alon Shaya: Connecting through Food, Rescued Recipes and Lutenitsa
Debra L. Eckerling

Chef Susan Feniger and Liz Lachman: “Forked,” Food and Spiced Millet Puffs
Debra L. Eckerling

More in Podcasts 
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Culture

“The Jewish Dog” Stage Show Brings Audience to 1945 Poland Through a Dog’s
Eyes
Brian Fishbach

Mitch Albom’s ‘The Little Liar’
Debra L. Eckerling

Actress Swell Ariel Or Educates the Public About Israel and Antisemitism
Howard Lovy

‘Gratitude with Grace’ Shows a Practical Guide to Living Life as a Gift
Judy Gruen

More in Culture 

Rabbi Sacks reminds us that all these extremities of Jewish life are part of our story. They have shaped
us into we are.

Caffe Aronne has the Buzz
November 10, 2023

After seven staffers quit over Israel-Hamas war, the Jewish community shows its support for New York
coffee shop.

More news and opinions than at a Shabbat dinner, right
in your inbox.
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